Pope Pius XI
that complete separation of Church from State which is
the faith of American Catholics to-day." He pointed out
that the annulment of marriages was made to determine
the status of communicants not of citizens, and that it was
wrong to suggest that American Catholic bishops had
wanted to use armed force for an intervention in Mexico
to protect the Church. He finally summarised his creed
as an American Catholic as follows: "I believe in the
worship of God according to the faith and practice of the
Roman Catholic Church. I recognise no power in the
institutions of any Church to interfere with the operations
of the constitution of the United States, or the enforce-
ment of the law of the land. I believe in absolute freedom
of conscience for all men, and in equality of all Churches,
all sects and all beliefs before the law as a matter of right
and not as a matter of favour, I believe m the absolute
separation of Church and State, and in the strict enforce-
ment of the provisions of the constitution, that Congress
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. I believe that no
tribunal of any Church has any power to make any decree
of any sort in the law of the land other than to establish
a status of its own communicants within its own Church.
I believe in the principles of non-interference by this
country in the internal affairs of other nations, and that
we should stand steadfast against any such interference by
whomsoever it may be urged, and I believe in the common
brotherhood of men under the common Fatherhood of
God."
In spite of this statement Mr. Al Smith was not elected
President.
In 1926, the Eucharistic Congress had taken place in